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There has been quite a bit of activity in the library this past month. As the recipients of the
library collection from McKinley (excluding the easy picture books) we have had thousands of
items and hundreds of boxes to organize and integrate into CooperOs library collection. Thanks
to an incredible group of volunteers, we have made terrific progress!

The students have been coming down to the library with their classes to get an orientation to the
library as well as to the resources that are available for them to use. We have also discussed
LivoniaOs Acceptable Use Policy and the circulation procedures here at Cooper. Next week, the
students will be introduced to our new online catalog system and practice using it to search for a
resource. Students began checking out books this week.

All of the orientation sessions will conclude the first week of October, at which point classes will
come down every other week for their book exchange and we will officially begin our flexible
schedule in the library.

What is Flexible Scheduling?

Flexible scheduling refers to both flexible access to the library as well as open access to ensure
that students and teachers have access to resources in a timely manner. The schedule itself is no
rigid and changes daily, weekly, and monthly. Teachers do not have a set time each week to
come to the library. Instead, they schedule themselves to visit the library with their class when
they are working on a particular project or unit with their students. The classroom teacher and

the media specialist often work together to determine the best time for instruction. Students are
also able to come to the library whenever there is a need. Whether it be to borrow a book,

answer a question, or to do some recreational reading, the library is accessible to students and
staff alike.

The American Library Association (ALA) promotes a flexibly scheduled library media program
because it serves as an extension of the classroom where information literacy skills are integrated
into the curriculum. The focus of the library tends to shift from prep or release time to that of a
student centered library. The students are better able to see a purpose for their learning as it
relates to what they are learning in the classroom. This makes their library experience more
authentic. OSince they are allowed to use the library media center when they need to, students
learn and practice information literacy skills when they are relevantO (Taylor, 2006). Flexible
scheduling also allows more opportunities for the classroom teacher to collaborate on projects
and other learning activities.
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